
Argumentative 
Writing 

writing a claim 



Claim: A statement that can be argued. Evidence can be used to prove (or disprove) 
the argument.  The claim in an argumentative essay is the thesis of the essay.  

Discussion and Practice:  
What do you think? Look at the topic and think of a “pro” claim and a “con” argument.  

Example:  

  

  

school uniforms

YES! - What is one argument FOR school 
uniforms?

School uniforms allow students to be 
united and equal on campus. 

NO! - What is one argument AGAINST school 
uniforms? 

School uniforms do not allow students to 
show their individuality. 

cell phones for 
elementary 

students

YES! - What is one argument FOR cell-
phones?

NO! - What is one argument AGAINST cell-
phones? 



A claim is your thesis. It is a strong statement that shows your belief and it 
is what you will argue in your essay.  

Examples about school uniforms:  
  
 Pro: School uniforms improve the overall academic life at schools.  
 Con: School uniforms limit the growth and independence of students in schools.  

Examples about cell phones for elementary students:  

 Pro: Cell phones are an important tool that elementary students should own.  
 Con: Cell phones are a distraction that do not benefit elementary students. 

Brain-storming and writing practice:  

What do you think? Write your opinions about the topic. Write down any ideas you have.  

Eating in class 



Write a claim: Usually, we do not use “I think” or “In my opinion” in argumentative 
writing. Write your claim as a strong statement.  

Some ways to start your claim could be:  

 - Eating in class…  
 - It’s important … 

 - It’s not important… 
 - It’s necessary …  
 - Students should … 
 - Students should not …  

Write your claim for “eating in class” below:  

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Write more claims. Write a claim for each topic below:  

Topic: Violent video games 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Topic: Physical Education as a school requirement 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 



 

Thanks for supporting a fellow teacher! I’m Kim & I love teaching all 
things ESL / ELL related. My goal is to help second language learners 
feel comfortable, safe, and confident. If they leave the classroom 
feeling like someone believes in them, then I’ve done all that matters. 

Please feel free to use this resource for all of YOUR classes & 
education needs. However, please do not share with other teachers or 
post in shared-folders. It’s greatly appreciated!

  
@theeslgirl 
#theeslgirl

  
Post your students using one of my 
resources & tag @theeslgirl for a 
repost!  

English as a Second Language

Hello!  
Hi!  

Hey! 
Welcome! What’s up?  How’s it going?


