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What is an argumentative essay?

- An essay that includes arguments for both sides of topic
- [T includes a claim which shows your position, or belief, on the topic

The first two sentences are the “hook”  Why are these
senfences impor tant?

Unnecessary Physical Education h V2 g
There is a thril in kicking a ball to the outfield and running around the bases whie teammates Hgh-lght the “clam” in
cheer. There’s also an embarrassment that comes with missing the ball or not running quite fast enough the essay. Is the author
Physical education has been required in schools for many years It is believed o promote social skils and FOR emgal education or

health. However, physical education could dlso promote negafive social experiences as wel as being a BT physical

dstraction from more important academic studies Physical education is not necessary for social or academic
growth

One serious issue with physical educafion as a_ reau

embarrassment and bulyng Students have different
Wdcrine the fopic-
2 sentences that show
suppor fing arguments
_+or oM™ academic
riysical education and other

offen feel segregated and ashamed in
their lack of kil Many games incli”
These situat :

course
CoUrSee s should be gven more fime than
physical ~ned I academic courses wil be required for )
students ¢ o careers. I is very unikely that basketbal or volleybal In paragraph #4 How is
shills wil be 7 SUCENTS 1 CAreers, fhis paragraph dif ferent
from paragraphs #2 and
Others may believe that physical educafion is necessary for teaching sfudents about physical #37

health. Aithough health and physical exercises is important for studenfs, it is not necessary as a daly
requirement or graded course Elementary students have schedule recess time for play and exercise already

In secondary school, sfudents can parficipate in affer school sporfs If parents are inferested in their
children playing sports, there are many oppor tunities in the communify. It is not necessary for teachers and <
schoals fo focus fime outside of academic sfudies for exercise.

Al'in all, physical education should not be a requirement for schools because of negafive social and
emotional issues. The class time alofted for physical education fakes away from important academic skills

necessary for future courses and careers. Schools should make physical education an optional activity, and Put a sfar next fo the
parents can choose 1o put their chidren in physicglgctivities outside of school hours A\ fopic senfence, which is
the “counter-argument”

Is the last senfence a question, prediction, or suggestion? Draw a squiggly ine under the senfence/ | J

senfences that summarize the essay
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Looking at independent paragraphs:

Body Paragraph #1:
(ngh-lighT the fopic sentence of fhis | One serious issue with physical education as a
paragraph requrement in school is the possibiity of social embarrassment

| , and bullyng Students have different skils and talenfs. Those who
N your own words, what is the _ _
author’s man argument in This are nof talenfed in sports offen feel segregated and ashamed in
paragraph? physical education class. From early chidhood, students are feased
for their lack of skill Many games include feams in which students
> are left ouf or nof chosen by their peers These situations can

cause long-term emofional issues for sfudents
/\

( )

This paragraph is a supporting paragraph How many examples does the author
gve to support the fopic senfence?

Do you believe the paxs

essay must show both sides of the argument

ine first sentence of this paragraph is the counter-argument

(>} Underline the counter -argument.
QuicKIC e~
Qrguments-riere Is Does the counter-argument support the claim of the essay?
refutation y
High-light the refutation N

Others may believe that physical education is necessary for feaching
‘b dass the VeF“TOL‘O” > students about physical health. Although health and physical exercises is important

Binhis pasagph for sfudents, it is nof necessary as a daly requirement or graded course
Elementary sfudenfs have schedule recess fime for play and exercise already In
secondary schoal, sfudents can parficipate in affer school sporfs. If parents are
inferested in their children playing sports, there are many opporfunities in the
communify It is not necessary for teachers and schools to focus daly fime
oufside of academic sfudies fo focus on exercise.
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Claim: A stafement that can be argued Evidence can be used fo prove (or disprove)
the argument. The claim in an argumentative essay is the thesis of the essay

Discussion and Practice:
What do you think? Look af the fopic and think of a “pro” claim and a “con” argument

YES! - What is one argument FOR school

uniforms?
Example:

School uniforms allow students to be

. united and equal on campus.
school uniforms d P

NO! - What is one argument AGAINST school
uniforms?

/N

School uniforms-do not allow
show thad

cell phones for
elementary
students

NO! - What is one argument AGAINST cell-
phones?

/N
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A claim is your thesis. It is a strong statement that shows your belief and it
is what you will argue in your essay.

Examples about school uniforms:

Pro: School uniforms improve the overall academic life af schools
Con: School uniforms limit the growth and independence of sfudents in schools

Examples about cell phones for elementary students:

Pro: Gell phones are an imporfant tool that elementary students should own
Con: Gell phones are a distraction that do not benefit elementary students.

Brain-storming and writino.

s You have.

EATING IN* CLASS ~_

7
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Write a claim: Usvally, we do not use “1 think” or “In my opinion” in argumentative
writing. Write your claim as a strong statement.

Some ways to start your claim could be:

- Eafing in closs...

- [t’s important ...

- [t’s not important...

- It’s necessary ...

- Students should ...

- Students should not ...

- Wrife your claim for “eafing in class” below:

. UEIOW:

‘ TOpIL _guITIES

f— = s

- Topic: Physical Education as a schoal requirement




Writing a counter-argument and refutation:

The paragraph below was written by a student about cell-phones in ¢lass. This body paragraph

includes a counter-argument and refutation.

The claim: Cell-phones are an important fool that students should use in class.

| High-light the counterargument in the paragraph below.

2 Underline the refutation.

Some people believe that cell-phones distract students in class and feachers can’t control wha
students are working on. However, teachers can control students using cel-phones in some different
For example, they can control the amount of time or ask questions-after students use g
someone is really distracted by their phone, schools can

small amount of

also make sfudents absent if they use t=
but a translator is more IMpoa g

w1y one-two senfences. Make your refutafion sfrong by gving 2-3

~purT the counter -argument or the

Example #2:

The clim: Parents should have control of their children’s technology for their overall safefy

| Hgh-ight the counterargument in the paragraph below

2 Underline the refutation

Others may say that sfudents are individuals who deserve privacy However, chidren are their
parent’s responshility until they are af least eighteen years old A parent’s responshiity is to care for and
profect their children until they are a legal adult and can legally make their own decisions. A parent’s
mofivation in having access to their children’s fechnology is not to misuse frust. A parent’s mofivation is fo
profect children from issues such as bullying, unsafe websites, or dangerous scams and individuals. A child’s
safety is the most imporfant issue fo focus on, not privacy
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Gramwmar for Writing: introducing counter-arguments and refutations

Introducing a counter-argument:

Some people may think ...

Others may believe ... e
Others may say ... Write a counter-argument for this
claim: Students should be required
One common argument for is ... t0 go to bed by $:00 p.m. on
weekdays.
Those that oppose ___ may believe
- Use one of these phra 0 start
Although (counter-arqument)_____________ refutation_______ : your counter-arg :
Whie it might be frue that (counter-argument)

(refutation) .
M
I |uVV\,VeY, |
[
Yef, Claim: Art and music are not necessary

classes for students to complete for high

Whie there may be some truth in that, ... school graduation.
Even though some people believe that, ... Counter-argument: Some people may think

that art and wmusic are necessary for students
Despite that belef. ... to show their individvality and creativity.
Aithough some may think ____ Refutation:
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Let’s practice!

(i

any sfudents ride bicycles and skateboards to school Some stafes require individuals fo wear helmets while riding bicycles and \
skateboards Write a claim that fells your argument for or against helmets being a requirement by law

G\ce university is expensive and students often change their career choice, many students are choosing to have a “gap-year”
befween high-school and college. Is a gap-year a good idea for sfudents? Write a clam

AN

@m Students should have a mandatory two-hour homework sese

o Should not have vending machines on campus
_.«y by Their parents and should have the freedom fo spend their money

N _/

6@' Studying-abroad is an essential part of sfudent-life and all students should study abroad once in their high-school or college \
education

Write a counter -argument:

Write a refutation
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THANKS FOR SUPPORTING A FELLOW TEACHERI I'M KIM & | LOVE TEACHING ALL
THINGS ESL / ELL RELATED. MY GOAL IS TO HELP SECOND LANGUAGE LEARNERS

FEEL COMFORTABLE. SAFE AND CONFIDENT. IF THEY LEAVE THE CLASSROOM
FEELING LIKE SOMEONE BELIEVES IN THEM. THEN I'VE DONE ALL THAT MATTERS.

PLEASE FEEL FREE TO USE THIS RESOURCE FOR ALL OF YOUR CLASSES &

EDUCATION NEEDS. HOWEVER, PLEASE DO NOT SHARE WITH OTHER TEACHERS OR
POST IN' SHARED—FOLDERS. [1'S GREATLY APPRECIATED!

DOST YOUR STUDENTS USING ONE OF My
@THEESLOIRL RESOURCES & TAG GTHEESLGIRL FOR A

AMEBIGAL < o
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